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THE HEARINGS ON NUCLEAF AID TO INIDIA 


ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD JU. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE DEBATE 
NOW GOING ON IN WASHINGTON ABOUT WHETHER TO SEND MORE NUCLEAR 
FUEL TO INDIA: 

VOICE: THE UNITED STATES "NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION -- 
WHICH CONTROLS THE EXPORT OF AHERICAN NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY AND 
MATERIALS -- HAS BEEN CONDUCTING UNPRECEDENTED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THIS WEEK ON WHETHER THE UNITED STATES SHOULD CONTINUE TO SELL 
FUEL TG OPERATE INDIA'S CANADIAN-GUILT NUCLEAR REACTOR, 

COPT) BUT THE HEARTIGS HAVE IMPLICATIONS BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE 
CASE OF INDIA; YH iY DEAL ‘1TH The GROWING DANGER OF NUCLEAR 
PROLIFERATION, THIS EXPLAINS WHY SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF SCIENTISTS, 
CONGRESSMEN, PRESENT AND FORMER GOVERNHENT OFFICIALS AND CITIZENS’ 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE TAKEN PART IN THE DISCUSSIONS. CEND OPT) 

TWO YEARS AGO THE INDIANS UNEXPECTEDLY EXPLODED A NUCLEAR DEVICE 
WHICH HOST OBSERVERS TOOK TO BE THE BEGINNING OF A NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
PROGRAM FOR INDIA, fFURTHERMCRE, THERE IS NOW EVIDENCE THAT THE 
EXPLOSION WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY MADE POSSIBLE BY USE OF NUCLEAR FUEL 
INTENDED ONLY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES, SUCH AS THE PRODUCTION OF 
ELECTRIC POWER BY THE NUCLEAR REACTOR. iT 1S WELL-KNOWN THAT 
ENRICHED URANIUM, AFTER BEING USED IN A REACTOR, CAN BE RE- 
PROCESSED -- AND IN THE REPROCESSING PRODUCE PLUTONIUM, WHICH CAN 
BE USED TO MAKE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THIS, IT IS BELIEVED, IS WHAT THE 
INDIANS DID -- AND CAN KEEP ON DOING, THEREFORE, WITNESSES AT 
THE HEARINGS HAVE ARGUED THAT NO MORE ENRICHED URANIUM SHOULD 
BE SENT TO INDIA -- AT LEAST WITHOUT STRICTER SAFEGUARDS ON ITS 


USE. 
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THE COUNTER-ARGUMENT IS THAT SAFEGUARDS ARE ALREADY MORE STRICT 
THAN THEY USED TO BE, AND THAT STOPPING THE SALE OF THE URANIUM 
WOULD CAUSE HARDSHIP FOR NILLIONS OF INDIANS WHO ARE DEPENDENT ON 
THE ELECTRIC POWER GENERATED BY THE REACTOR, FURTHERMORE, 
IT IS ARGUED, IF THE INDIANS DON'T GET THE URANIUM FROM THE 
UNITED STATES, THEY'LL GET IT ELSEWHERE, 

THE IMPLICATIONS OBVIOUSLY GO BEYOND THE CASE OF INDIA, 
WITH THE SALE OF REACTORS TO MANY COUNTRIES INCREASING, THE NEED TO 
GUARD AGAINST HISUSE OF NUCLEAR FUELS GROWS EVERY DAY. 
COPT) IT WAS IN RECOGNITION OF THIS PROBLEM THAT THE UNITED STATES 
LAST YEAR ASKED WEST GERMANY TO IMPOSE ADDITIONAL SECURITY MEASURES 
ON ITS SALE OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY TO BRAZIL.CEND OPT) 

THAT IS WHY, IN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE SALE OF REACTORS 
TO EGYPT AND ISRAEL, WASHINGTON IS IMPOSING THE STRICTEST SAFE~ 
GUARDS YET, INCLUDING A PROVISION THAT THE SPENT FUELS HAY NOT BE 
REPROCESSED IN EITHER COUNTRY. 
COPT) CONCERN ABOUT PROLIFERATION EXPLAINS, TOO, ‘HY THE UNITED 
STATES STRONGLY SUPPORTS INTERNATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES -~ 
INCLUDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MULTI-NATIONAL REGIONAL CENTERS FOR 
REPROCESSING SPENT MATERIALS.CEND OPT) 

IT MAY BE SOME TIME YET BEFORE THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
ANNOUNCES ITS DECISION ON THE SALE OF ENRICHED URANIUM TO 
INDIA, BUT THERE SEEMS TO BE GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THE 
STRONGEST POSSIBLE SAFEGUARDS ARE NECESSARY, NOT ONLY FOR AMERICAN 
NUCLEAR EXPORTS BUT ALSO FOR THOSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES. THE 
NEED TO DEFINE THE EXACT NATURE OF THOSE SAFEGUARDS EXPLAINS 
THE INTENSITY OF THE DEBATE NOW GOING ON IN WASHINGTON. 


Ou 


